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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction

The re le vant planning policy conte xt for this state m e nt is provid e d by national

planning policy and the North W e st of England Plan - Re gional Spatial Strate gy

to 2021 [RS]. W hilst the RS is to be re scind e d as a conse que nce of the

Localism Act 201 1 , it curre ntly re m ains part of the statutory d e ve lopm e nt plan.

The k e y policy conte xt points are brie fly sum m arise d be low .

P P S1 : Delivering Sustainable Developm ent

PPS1 state s that in pre paring spatial plans, LPAs should :

1 Se t a cle ar vision for, and guid e future patte rns of d e ve lopm e nt, with

cle ar obje ctive s for achie ving the vision, with strate gie s for d e live ry and

im ple m e ntation.

2 C onsid e r the ne e d s and prioritie s of com m unitie s, and re late the m to the

use and d e ve lopm e nt of land ; and ,

3 Se e k to inte grate the wid e range of activitie s re lating to d e ve lopm e nt and

tak e account of othe r re le vant strate gie s includ ing the RS [¶32].

P P S3: Housing

LPAs should se t out in LD D s the ir strate gy for the planne d location of ne w

housing, se tting out the crite ria to be use d for id e ntifying broad locations and

spe cific site s, tak ing into account e vid e nce of curre nt and future le ve ls of ne e d

and d e m and [¶38]. Policie s for d e live ring housing should tak e into account the

le ve l pre scribe d in the RS, id e ntifying broad locations and spe cific site s that will

e nable continuous d e live ry of housing for at le ast 1 5 ye ars. LPAs should also

id e ntify sufficie nt spe cific d e live rable site s that are available , suitable and

achie vable , to d e live r housing in the first five ye ars [¶54 ], and id e ntify a furthe r

supply of spe cific, d e ve lopable site s for ye ars 6 -1 0 and w he re possible ye ars

1 1 -1 5.

P P S1 2: Local Spatial P lanning

PPS1 2 confirm s that the C S should includ e an ove rall vision and strate gic

obje ctive s, with a d e live ry strate gy se tting out how m uch d e ve lopm e nt is

inte nd e d to happe n whe re , whe n and by what m e ans; and a cle ar m onitoring

and im ple m e ntation fram e w ork [¶4 .1 ]. The C S should be in ge ne ral conform ity

with the RS [¶4 .32]; it m ay also allocate strate gic site s for d e ve lopm e nt, which

are consid e re d ce ntral to the achie ve m e nt of the strate gy [¶4 .6 ].

The C S should be supporte d by e vid e nce of what physical, social and gre e n

infrastructure is ne e d e d to e nable the am ount of d e ve lopm e nt propose d for the

are a, tak ing account of its type and d istribution [¶4 .8]. C Ss are inte nd e d to

‘endure and give a degree of certainty to com m unities and investors… the need

for frequent updating m ay be reduced by taking a long term view and providing

som e flexibility’  [¶4 .1 4 ]. The y should provid e a fram e w ork for d e ve lopm e nt ove r

a tim e fram e of 1 5 ye ars or m ore [¶4 .4 6 ].
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In ad d ition to be ing le gally com pliant, PPS1 2 state s that for a C S to be found

‘sound ’, it should be justifie d , e ffe ctive and consiste nt with national policy

[¶4 .52]. In ord e r to be justifiable , a C S m ust be found e d on a robust and

cre d ible e vid e nce base and re pre se nt the m ost appropriate strate gy whe n

consid e re d against re asonable alte rnative s [¶4 .36 ]. For a C S to be e ffe ctive , it

m ust be d e live rable ; fle xible ; and able to be m onitore d [¶4 .4 4 ].

N orth W est Regional Strategy

The North W e st RS [Policy RD F1 ] id e ntifie s W igan as an are a for grow th and

d e ve lopm e nt in the M anche ste r C ity Re gion. The RS [Policy M C R1 ] se e k s to

accom m od ate housing d e ve lopm e nt in acce ssible locations and provid e high

quality housing to attract and re tain ne w population and support e conom ic

grow th. The RS [Policy L3] m ak e s cle ar that plans should re spond to and

re structure housing m ark e ts to ad d re ss id e ntifie d ne e d s.

The RS [Policy L4 ] se ts a m inim um housing re quire m e nt of 978 d w e llings pe r

annum (ne t of cle arance re place m e nt) for 2003-2021 .

Draft N ational P lanning P olicy Fram ew ork (N P P F)

The G ove rnm e nt publishe d the d raft NPPF in July 201 1 . The guid ance is a

m ate rial consid e ration in the m ak ing of planning d e cisions. The NPPF

articulate s the G ove rnm e nt’s com m itm e nt to e nsuring that the planning syste m

d oe s e ve rything it can to support e conom ic grow th. The guid ance [¶1 4 ]

e stablishe s a “presum ption in favour of sustainable developm ent” , w hich should

be tak e n as a gold e n thre ad running through the plan m ak ing proce ss.

The NPPF ad opts a pro-grow th stance . A k e y obje ctive of the guid ance is to

significantly incre ase the d e live ry of ne w hom e s by incre asing the supply of

housing and w id e ning opportunitie s for hom e ow ne rship. To boost the supply

of housing, the D NPPF re quire s that LPAs should (inte r alia):

� ‘Use an evidence base to ensure that their L ocal P lan m eets the full

requirem ents for m arket and affordable housing in the housing m arket

area, including identifying key sites which are critical to the delivery of the

housing strategy over the plan period;

� Identify and m aintain a rolling supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient

to provide five years worth of housing against their housing requirem ents.

The supply should include an additional allowance of at least 2 0% to

ensure choice and com petition in the m arket for land’ [¶1 09].


